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Literature Circles Project
Goal: 

· To identify the author’s bias and your own bias in reading this novel.

· To compare and contrast the culture, politics or religion in your novel with the culture, politics or religion of a different place and time in the world.

· To recognize patterns in history and in literature.

Role:
You and your lit. circle group are working as a team of free-lance journalist and photographers. You are pitching a feature story that you have spent much time researching. Your feature story examines similarities and differences between the politics, culture or religion of the country in your novel and the politics, culture or religion of a different place in the world. 
Audience:

You will pitch your story to a team of editors from TIME magazine, who will decide if they want to include your feature as the cover story in an upcoming issue. 
Situation:

Here’s a run-don of what you need to include in your feature story:

· First, you need to explain what you think the author’s bias is in the novel, and what your own biases were before (and after) you read the novel

· Second, you need to choose a critical lens to focus on (culture, politics, religion). You will use the same critical lens for your explanation of the novel AND the example you are comparing it to.

· Once you decide which critical lens you want to use, you need to research a different place and time period in the world where a similar situation transpired.

· EXAMPLE: If you read Princess, you might choose to focus on culture. You would compare the culture in Saudi Arabia of oppressing women to a different culture in the world that similarly oppresses a group of people.

· EXAMPLE: If you read Habibi, you might choose to focus on politics. You would compare the politics in Israel of two groups fighting over the same piece of land to a different region of the world where two groups are similarly fighting over a piece of land.

· EXAMPLE: If you read The Kite Runner, you may choose to focus on politics. You would compare the politics in Afghanistan of a hostile takeover to a similar region in the world that experienced a hostile, dictatorial takeover. 

· Lastly, you will compile your research and draw comparisons between the two situations.
Product:

You will create a PowerPoint presentation to pitch your story. Your PowerPoint needs to include:
· Title for your story.

· Explanation of author’s and your biases.

· Thorough explanation of the culture, politics or religion in your novel, with appropriate supporting images.

· Clear connections between your novel and another region and time period in history.

· Thorough explanation of the other region and time period, using the same critical lens you chose earlier and appropriate supporting images. 

· Analysis (your own thoughts) about the similarities and differences between the two

· Concluding thoughts about why these patterns exist

Comparing and Contrasting

	4
	You include all important characteristics on which the items should be compared or contrasted.



	3
	You include the most important but not all characteristics on which the items should be compared or contrasted.

	2
	You exclude some critical elements on which the items should be compared or contrasted.



	1
	You use trivial elements to compare or contrast the items.



	0
	No judgment can be made about your ability to produce a thesis.




Pattern Detecting

	4
	You identify main patterns running through the information along with minor patterns.



	3
	You identify main patterns running through the information.



	2
	You address some of the features of a main pattern running through the information but exclude some crucial aspects.  

	1
	You do not address a main pattern running through the information.



	0
	No judgment can be made about your ability to detect patterns.




Verbal Communication Skills

Clarity

	4
	You clearly and effectively communicate the main idea or theme and provide support that is rich, vivid and powerful in detail.

	3
	You clearly communicate the main idea or theme and provide suitable support and detail.



	2
	You communicate important information but not a clear theme or overall structure.



	1
	You communicate information as isolated pieces in random fashion.



	0
	No judgment can be made.




